CHAPTER XXL
THE BATTLE OF SALADO.

SANCHO THE BRAVE died in 1295, leaving the regency
to his widow, Maria cle Molino, since his eldest son,
Fernando IV., was a young child. She was the only
queen-regent who ever obtained the title of Great, and
she had a hard task, for the Infants de la Cerda, now
grown to man's estate, put forward their claim3 and
the wretched Don Juan gave her much trouble ; but
she met all perplexities with manlike wisdom and
courage. She does not seem, however, to have been
equally successful in educating her children, for her
son grew up weak, violent, and distrustful of her.

Meantime Aragon was fully engaged. Pedro III.
had married the daughter of Manfred of Sicily, and
it was to him that the glove was carried which Conrad in
threw down among the people as an appeal to the
justice of his cause, when he, the last of the Hohen-
stanfen, was perishing by the axe of Charles of Anjou.
Pedro bided his time till the brutality of the Provencals
had occasioned the revengeful massacre known as the
Sicilian Vespers, and then accepted the invitation of
the Sicilians to become their defender. The great
Jayme had diligently fostered the navy at Barcelona
and Valencia, and under Don Roger de Lauria, the